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Taiwan and India can collaborate to enhance Participatory Democracy and 

Disaster Preparedness 

Taiwan and India are already collaborating in the field of technology and trade. 

However, they have untapped potential in learning from each other in the area of 

democracy and disaster management. Taiwan and India have much to share 

considering their unique experience of democracy and self-governance in addition 

to challenging international environment and power rivalry between US and China, 

according to Prof. (Dr.) Vijay Khare, Head, DDSS, SPPU, in his introductory 

remarks of the conference.  

Taiwan has potential to establish itself as a leader for Disaster Management and 

rescue effort in Indo-Pacific region according to Prof. Roger Liu, Associate 

Professor, FLAME University. Mr. Ravindra Shingnapurkar, Management Council 

Member, SPPU graced the inaugural session and recommended that such 

engagements which can explore the ties between India and Taiwan going beyond 

the traditional areas of technology and trade should be encouraged.  

India and Taiwan have certain similarities in facing natural disasters like floods, 

earthquakes and tropical storms. China’s ambitious river linking project diverting 

the existing course of Brahmaputra River to address water scarcity in the north and 

electricity generation for the south will have dire consequences for the states in 

South Asia, including India. Indian strategic community needs to respond to such 

geopolitical challenges more assertively according to Shri. Jayadeva Ranade, 

President, Centre for China Analysis and Strategy, New Delhi, while addressing the 

Environmental Disaster preparedness in the first session.  

Distinguished Professor, Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies, National 

Chengchi University, Dr Alan Hao Yang said that people centric governance and 



civil society have contributed to the best of practices related to good governance. 

These act as the main driving force in handling manmade and natural disasters. 

Both Taiwan and India can learn from each other’s experiences to evolve their 

democratic framework and preserve their civilizational view to govern society and 

address the common challenges due to the changing world order. 

Often there is perception that democracies slow down the pace of development and 

disasters, both natural or manmade which are affecting the growth rate of 

economies. However, Taiwan and India, through their own experiences, have 

shown that societies have evolved over several decades, handling challenges from 

international structure and climate change, noted Dr. Sheshadri Chari, Ministry of 

Defence, Chair of Excellence, DDSS, SPPU. 

In the second panel of the first session, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) of 

People’s Republic of China has had mixed impact in the South East Asian Region. 

It has led to unfulfilled promises of development in Southeast Asia Region. The 

BRI has become the major power projection of China across different regions of 

the world argued Prof. Arvind Kumar, Professor, American Studies, School of 

International Studies (SIS), Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. The 

Southeast Asian region has its relations with PRC and the democratic diffusion, 

rather than democratic promotion can better explain the engagement of democracy 

in Southeast Asian countries. Democracies work on the principle of developing 

consensus while authoritarian regimes lack the mechanism to balance the 

personality’s ambitions. The present challenge for Southeast states is to review 

whether BRI is feasible and economic viable even for People’s Republic of China. 

The present aggressive expansion of BRI is partially an impact of the present 

regime and was not the case since the inception of BRI argued Dr. Yen Yung Ming, 

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Tunghai University. Air 



Marshal S. S. Soman, PVSM, AVSM, VM (Retd), Chair Professor, Marshal of the 

Indian Air Force Arjan Singh Chair, DDSS, SPPU chaired the session. 

In the Indian context, technology has potential for making democratic governance 

accessible to the masses. Moreover, it needs to recognize the transformation at the 

infrastructural level as well observed Prof. Shrikant Paranjape, former Head, 

DDSS, SPPU.  Taiwan has seen how the power contestation between US and 

China can lead to increasing challenges for Taiwan as well as challenges for its 

democracy.  The hybrid warfare in the form of fake news is affecting the social 

fabric of Taiwan society said Dr. Chang Chia-Chien, Assistant Professor, Institute 

of China and Asia-Pacific Studies, National Sun Yat-Sen University.  

The strength of democracy lies in their ability of self-criticism and course 

correction. It has given India a robust base to handle the public health crisis during 

Covid-19 pandemic argued Ms. Namrata Hasija, Research Fellow, CCAS, New 

Delhi. Prof Dilip Mohite, Former Dean and Professor and Head, Department of 

Political Science, M. S. University Baroda Gujarat gave an overview of 

international context and how foreign policy of these two countries have been 

shaped by cold war and undergoing transformation in the post-cold war period. It 

has made the process of their foreign policy relatively more open and vulnerable 

simultaneously. Dr. Ian Tsung-Yen Chen, Associate Professor, Institute of Political 

Science, National Sun Yat-Sen University argued Taiwan government could handle 

pandemic Covid 19 relatively successfully through the spontaneous public 

participation and better utilization of Information Technology where the existing 

government infrastructure was lacking. Air Marshal Bhushan Gokhale PVSM, 

AVSM, VM (Retd), Savarkar Chair Professor, DDSS, SPPU highlighted that the 

increasing presence of China in Southeast Asia and South African states is visible 

in the form of economic influence and disinformation warfare is a strategic 

concern to reckon with. Lt. Gen S S Hasabnis PVSM, VSM, ADC (Retd), Chair 



Professor, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Chair in Policy Studies, DDSS, SPPU 

chaired the second session.  

The Department of Defence and Strategic Studies, Department of Dr. Ambedkar 

Studies, Savitribai Phule Pune University; Strategic Culture Security Foundation, 

Pune and the Centre for South and Southeast Asia Studies, FLAME University 

(CSSAS FLAME) had jointly organized this International Conference on, 

“Comparing Democratic Governance between India and Taiwan” on Thursday, 4th 

May, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. onwards at YC-NISDA Library Hall, Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar Bhavan, Savitribai Phule Pune University. Prof. Roger Liu, Associate 

Professor, FLAME University, Pune and Prof. Dr. Vijay Khare, Head, Department 

of Defence and Strategic Studies hosted this international conference.  


